CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

Split 

Other known title(s): 

Not stated 

OFLC ref: 

1601023.000 

Medium: 

Film 

Distributor: 

Paramount Pictures International New Zealand 

Director: 

M. Night Shyamalan 

Producer: 

M. Night Shyamalan 
et al. 

Country of origin: 

United States 

Language: 

English 

Applicant: 

Chief Censor 


Classification: Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to 

persons who have attained the age of 13 years. 


Excisions: 

Descriptive note: 

Display conditions: 

Date of entry in Register: 

Date of direction to issue 
a label: 

Date of notice of decision: 


No excisions recommended 

Violence, horror and content that may disturb. 

None 

30 January 2017 
30 January 2017 

30 January 2017 



Components 

Running time 

Feature (s): 

Split 

117:06 

Total running time: 


117:06 


Summary of reasons for decision: 

Split is a psychological horror film. It is about a man with 23 different personalities who kidnaps 
three girls and keeps them in an underground bunker. The film was called in by the Chief Censor 
under sl3(3) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 due to concerns that its M 





cross-rating from Australia may be too low in the New Zealand context. The film received a 
restricted 15 rating in the United Kingdom with advisory notes for “sustained threat” and an 
“abduction theme”. The film is now classified R13 because it contains scenes and subject matter that 
would be disturbing, frightening and shocking to children, mainly due to its treatment of horror, 
cruelty, violence, and themes surrounding child abuse. This classification interferes with the right to 
freedom of expression contained in the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 but is a justified limit on 
that right in order to prevent likely injury to the public good, and to children particularly. 



